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Shop talk: John Jisa, 83, talks about Pilsen in a shop electrician. The Kewaunee County community is 

at his home, where he still works part-time as an halfway between Green Bay and Kewaunee. 
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Pilsen priest: The Rev. John Johanek, 72, has been pastor 
of the 560-member St. Joseph parish since 1944. 


Once friendly, always friendly 
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PILSEN Its location on Wisconsin 
29 between Kewaunee and Green Bay 
once made this community a rest stop for 
weary travelers. 

The Halfway House hotel offered a re¬ 
spite on the 27-mile trip. 

Pilsen also had a blacksmith if a horse 
threw a shoe. 

Today, Wayne Salentine’s family lives 
_ in the black- 

Press-Gazette photos smith’s house 

by Joan Gutheridge at Route 3, 

-*- Luxemburg. 

Salentine welds and repairs farm ma¬ 
chinery and gutters part-time in the area 
where the smithy once worked. He also 
works at Paper Converting Machine Co.. 
Green Bay. 

"We like it here." said wife Sandy Sa¬ 
lentine. 35, the mother of three boys. "It’s 
a peaceful and quiet community even if it 
is on Highway 29." 

Bill Nejedlo, 81. grew up here. His 
grandfather, a farmer who settled nearbv. 
was a native of the Plzen area of Czecho¬ 
slovakia. 

He likes to listen to old-time music on 
the local radio station. It reminds him of 
the days when he played the horn in a Bo¬ 
hemian brass band at dances and wed¬ 
dings. His brother, Jimmy, directed a 
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band and owned a tavern and ballroom in 
Pilsen. 

Joe Dorner’s Pilsen Service and Body 
Shop will celebrate 25 years of business 
in 1991. From the front window of his ga¬ 
rage he pointed to where taverns, a 
cheese factory and store once were. 

"A lot of guys would come in and speak 
Bohemian to me,” he said. "If you take 
away the Jisas, Stodolas, and Ledvinas 
you don’t have many people left here.” 

Dorner’s wife, Nancy, also works in the 
body shop at Wisconsin 29 and 
Kewaunee County V. She said Pilsen has 
been a good place to raise their Five chil¬ 
dren. 

Joe Dorner’s reasons for staying in Pil¬ 
sen are simpler: "Eleven miles this way 
we’ve got the best lake trout fishing in 


the county; 17 miles that way is the best 
perch Fishing.” 

When the Rev. John Johanek came to 
Pilsen, he had no idea he would stay at St. 
Joseph parish for 46 years. Johanek. 72, 
remains because he fears the 560-member 
church will close after he leaves. 

"The people are very congenial, a coop¬ 
erative group, what we would call down 
to earth," he said. 

Across the highway from the church 
live several widows, including Lillian 
Ledvina, 72. who built her house 30 years 
ago. She shovels the church sidewalks. 

"1 always liked to live in the country 
because I lived on a farm," she said. ”1 
plan a lot of flowers and people stop to 
take pictures." 

John Jisa, 83. and his wife, Ann. 85, 
have lived in their house on Wisconsin 29 
since they moved from their farm one-half 
mile down the road. Jisa still putters at 
his electrical business while his grand¬ 
son, Jeff Crabb. handles bigger chores. 

”1 don’t consider myself old." he said. 
"I like cards and we still go dancing.” 

"The people are friendly," added 
daughter Adele Vanderbloemen. who 
runs the family dairy farm with her hus¬ 
band. Leo. "If you have trouble, they’ll 
help you out." 

■ Next week: Oneida in Outagamie 
County 


The Pilsen file 

□ Population: 55 

□ Imported name: When resi¬ 
dents of the Pilsen (Plzen) area 
of Czechoslovakia relocated to 
America, they took the name of 
their hometown with them 

□ Three in one: St. Joseph 
Church was built in 1912. It was 


a consolidation of St Wences- 
laus and St Anna's parishes 
from nearby communities and 
St. Mary's at Pilsen. 

□ Changing times: Pilsen 
Service and Body Shop has 
survived for 25 years. But its 
gas pumps are gone, and trac¬ 
tor and engine repair gave way 
to auto body restoration. 












